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imagination, supported by strength of judgment, has enabled the
author to go beyond his subject, and effect the full purpose of the
Ancient Tragedy^ that is, to purge the passions by pity and terror, in
colouring as great and harmonious as in any of the best dramatic
Writers."1
Turning to the reviews which were fairly representative
of the general attitude of the age and which received the
high praise of Dr. Johnson for their impartiality, we find
that Walpole's tale was on the whole handled none too
kindly. The remarks of The Critical on the first edition of
The Castle of Otranto are quite unequivocal. Criticizing
"this very curious performance," the reviewer says, "The
publication of any work, at this time, in England composed
of such rotten materials, is a phenomenon we cannot ac-
count for." The enormous helmet, walking pictures that
sigh and heave their breast, prove too much for the critic
and he continues, "We shall not affront our readers' under-
standing so much as to describe the ... monstrosities of this
story; but, excepting those absurdities, the characters are
well marked, and the narrative kept up with surprising
spirit and propriety. The catastrophe is most wretched."2
When the second edition appeared and the reviewer dis-
covered that the story which he had criticized was from the
pen of no less a person than Horace Walpole, he unbends a
little, expresses his high opinion of the "writer's acquaint-
ance with whatever relates to his subject," but ends finally
by criticizing the blending of "humour and clumsy jests
with dignity and solemnity."8 Open hostility disappears'but
only to give place to an armed neutrality.
The first notice in The Monthly is extremely favourable as
compared with that of The Critical. The reviewer obviously
seems to have enjoyed reading The Castle of Otranto> though
he is half ashamed to confess it. "Those who can digest the
absurdities of Gothic fiction, and bear with the machinery
of ghosts and goblins, may hope, at least, for considerable
entertainment from the performance before us." To refer
the reader to the book, he says, will be "to recommend him
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